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North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
Response: 

1. The Super Two Alternative was not advanced for detailed consideration because is does not 
meet the purpose and need of the project.  It does not adequately address safety concerns 
created by traffic moving at vastly different speeds and it creates additional safety concerns 
associated with determining use of the passing lane under the adverse weather conditions 
typical of North Dakota in the winter.  Additionally, the presence of lengthy military 
convoys raises both safety and national security concerns when a passing vehicle is unable 
to pass the entire convoy before losing access to a passing lane.  The introduction of the 
Super Two highway configuration may lead to both safety and continuity concerns as 
drivers encounter an unfamiliar section of roadway because a “Super Two” configuration 
does not exist anywhere else in the state.  Finally, the Super Two Alternative does not 
efficiently enhance system performance to function properly as part of the Interregional 
System of roads under NDDOT’s Highway Performance Classification System due to 
safety concerns, passing restrictions, and limits on travel speeds due to slow-moving 
vehicles. 

 
2. The mitigation of wetland acres is not intended to be a replacement for existing   no-

mow or managed mow provisions.  House Bill 1012, passed by the Fifty-Eight 
Legislative Assembly, authorized the purchase of land to eliminate managed-mow 
areas.  It also required public hearings in counties where the land is located.  The same 
bill extended the deadline for the elimination of managed-mow to July 15, 2006.  
Therefore, the purchase of the mitigation tracts must be complete and in place prior to 
that date.  A plan to move the managed-mow commitments for the highway ROW has 
been finalized in cooperation with the Federal and State agencies.  The plan includes 
provisions to insure that the current environmental commitments will be satisfied.
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North Dakota State Water Commission 
Response: 

1. The NDDOT will obtain the needed flood plain permits if they are required. 

2. The NDDOT’s Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction do not 

allow waste material to be placed in identified floodways. 

3. If during design of the project, or if during construction of the project, a well is 

found to be within the construction limits, NDDOT will contact the Water 

Appropriation Division of the State Water Commission to determine the appropriate 

measures needed. 

4. It is the NDDOT’s policy to retain or reestablish benchmarks. 

5. The County Water Resource Districts will be contacted during the design phase of 

the project. 

6. The USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service has been informed of this 

project. 
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State Historical Society of North Dakota 
Response: 

1. Comment noted.  The information has been updated in the FEIS. 

2. Comment noted.  The recommended sentence has been reworded. 
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City of Minot 

 Response:  

  1. Comment Noted 
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Ray Anderson, Mayor, City of Ross 
Response: 

1. The location of median crossing and turning lanes will be evaluated and 
determined in the design phase of the project and reviewed with adjacent 
properties 
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7.7 Public Hearing and Comments on Draft EIS 

 
Public hearings for the subject project were held on October 8 and 9, 2002, to discuss the proposed 

improvements to US Hwy 2 from US Highway 85 to West of US Highway 52.  The hearings were 

held at the North Central Research Extension Center, in Minot, and Senior Citizen Center in 

Berthold on October 8, 2002.  Hearings were also held at the 2-Way Inn Café and Steakhouse in 

Stanley, and Williams County Courthouse in Williston on October 9, 2002.  A formal presentation 

was followed by a period of public comment.   

 
The following list of Public Comments and Responses begin on Page 7-59. 

 
Organization Comment 

Page 
Response
Page 

Andrew Fjeldahl – Farmer’s Union Oil 7-58 7-59 
Clifford Halvorson 7-60 7-61 
Evelyn Kjosen 7-62 7-63 
Gloria Johnson 7-64 7-65 
Leona Halvorson 7-66 7-67 
Marvin Heller 7-68 7-69 
Merrel Kjosen 7-70 7-71 
Michael Hillman (Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad) 7-72 7-73 
Pringle & Herigstad, P.C. 7-75 7-77 
Rena Iverson 7-78 7-79 
Rod Buxa 7-80 7-81 
Rosella Person 7-82 7-83 
Scott Meiers 7-84 7-86 
Sheldon Gudmundson 7-87 7-88 
Stanley Weight 7-89 7-90 
Mr. & Mrs. Willard Hanson 7-91 7-92 
Williston Area Chamber of Commerce 7-93 7-94 
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Andrew Fjeldahl (Cenex – formerly Farmers Union Oil Company) 
Response: 
 1. The location of median crossings will be evaluated and determined in the design 

phase of the project and reviewed with adjacent properties. 
 2. During the design phase of these projects it will be determined if additional turn 

lanes will be needed.  Existing turn lanes will be constructed within the already 
identified areas of impact.  
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Clifford Halvorson 
Response: 

1. When you buy motor vehicle fuels you pay both federal and state gas tax.  The federal 

gas tax goes into the Federal Highway Trust Fund.  The state uses these federal funds to 

pay for construction of projects such as this US 2 project.  A portion of the state gas tax 

money is provided to counties and cities for repair, rehabilitation, and reconstruction of 

the roadways they are responsible for.
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Evelyn Kjosen 

 Response:  

  1. Comment Noted 
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Gloria Johnson 
Response: 

 1. It is the NDDOT’s policy to investigate all design measures to avoid known graves.  If 

burial relocation becomes necessary, the NDDOT conducts the removal and reburial with the utmost 

respect and depending upon the type of burial, include either Native American traditional religious 

people or Christian Clergy.
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Leona Halvorson 

 Response:  

  1. Comment Noted 
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Marvin Heller 

 Response:  

1.   Comment Noted 



COMMENTS AND COORDINATION                                         US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS 
 

F:\Design\US 2\FEIS\SECTION 7.doc                                                                                                                   7-71 

 

1. 



COMMENTS AND COORDINATION                                         US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS 
 

F:\Design\US 2\FEIS\SECTION 7.doc                                                                                                                   7-72 

Merrel Kjosen 

 Response:  

  1. Comment Noted. 
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Mike Hillman 
Response: 

1. An additional at grade crossing is not required.  The existing crossing will be widened 

as required.  The same protective device in place will remain and be upgraded as 

necessary
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Pringle & Herigstad, P.C. 
Response: 

 1. It is not intended to remove any current access points.  Additional traffic 

operation studies may be completed in the design phase to review the current access points to make 

sure they do not cause any safety concerns.  Access will be reviewed with adjacent properties in the 

design phase of the project.
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Rena Iverson 

 Response:  

  1. Comment Noted. 
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Rod Buxa 

 Response:  

  1. Comment Noted 
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Rosella Person 

 Response:  

 1. Comment Noted 



COMMENTS AND COORDINATION                                         US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS 
 

F:\Design\US 2\FEIS\SECTION 7.doc                                                                                                                   7-84 

 

1. 

2. 



COMMENTS AND COORDINATION                                         US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS 
 

F:\Design\US 2\FEIS\SECTION 7.doc                                                                                                                   7-85 

 



COMMENTS AND COORDINATION                                         US HIGHWAY 2 FEIS 
 

F:\Design\US 2\FEIS\SECTION 7.doc                                                                                                                   7-86 

Scott Meiers 
 Response: 
   1. Comment noted. 

 2. Final access points have not yet been determined and will be done during the design 

phase and reviewed with adjacent properties. 
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Sheldon Gudmunson 
Response: 

  1.   Improvements to highways extending to Glendive, Montana, are predominantly 

under the jurisdiction of the Montana Department of Transportation.  There are currently no plans to 

improve any of the highways, under NDDOT jurisdiction to Glendive.
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Stanley Wright 

 Response:  

1. Comment Noted 
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Mr. and Mrs. Willard Hanson 

Response: 
1. Separate turning lanes will be investigated at the White Earth intersection.  The 

proposed four lane roadway, by adding another driving lane, will greatly improve the 
traffic operating characteristics of this and all the other intersections along this portion 
of US 2. 
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